are looked on as unfortunate financial operations, but not as squander-
ing within the meaning of the term."

"That's a pity," said Schoudler. "What about cards, women? A
man who gives millions away to little tarts, who loses his shirt in the
club every damned night?"

"Oh, that's splendid, if you've got proof of it. The squandering of
the fortune must be due to whim or passion. On that count you'll be
on very firm ground... And now," said the lawyer, once again forming
his fingers into a cheval-de-frise, "do you want to proceed with a peti-
tion to the Court of First Instance? Because that's where all this is
leading. Isn't there some means by which, having threatened him with
a legal trustee, -you could arrive at some compromise happier for all
parties? An outright gift for instance between the parties, with the
guarantee of a life-annuity to the spendthrift which would practically
give him the usufruct? It might be a way of settling things."

"But I don't want to settle them!" cried Noel.

Rosenberg smiled.

"Very well/' he said. "You will have then, in the first place, to call
a family council. I don't need to tell you that a family council, par-
ticularly in a case of this kind, must work out the preliminaries. With
you I've no doubt that the work will be well done. Keep me informed
and come and see me again when you have decided to take proceedings,
if you're really determined to do so."

Then, as he showed Noel out, he said, taking an old book from the
table: "One of my clients brought me this recently: a first edition of
Voiture. I'm delighted with it."

On his return from seeing Rosenberg, Noel murmured to himself:
"We mustn't take the bit between our teeth; at all costs we must take
care not to do that."

Next morning he had an hour's conversation with Adrien Leroy.
When the two bankers parted, they shook hands in the friendliest
way.

"You have my entire agreement and I guarantee my brother's," said
Adrien Leroy. "We are grateful to you for taking these most dis-
agreeable proceedings on your own shoulders, but you have convinced
me that they are inevitable. Let me know the results of the preliminary
enquiry. I shall hope to see you again soon."

Throughout the following week Noel was very busy making prepara-
tions for the family council. In every conversation the names of Jean-
Noel and Marie-Ange cropped up constantly, and his concern to pro-
tect the two children's future. Ultimately, when he had interviewed
the whole family, Noel made an appointment with Anatole Rousseau.

"I have not come to see the Minister, nor even the friend, but the
lawyer," said the giant as he entered the room.

Rousseau raised his little square hand.
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